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● Discussing BFG/BAOR history in
Paderborn – from left: Hugh Pierson,
HQ BFG Legacy and Projects Officer;
Dr Bettina Blum, head researcher of
the British in Westphalia project; and
Peter Johnston and Kirsty Parsons
from the National Army Museum

SHOW AND TELL

A PUB sign warning that the
premises are Out of Bounds
to British soldiers, is one of
the more unusual historical
objects being sought by the
organisers of an exhibition
marking the British Forces’
time in Germany’s most populous state.

The Briten in Westfalen (British
in Westphalia) exhibition opens on
October 20 in what will be Paderborn’s new Stadtmuseum. And there
is still time for members of the public
to search their cellars and attics for

items to contribute to the speical project.

Back in late 2015, Paderborn city
and the state of North Rhine-Westphalia
launched a jointly funded €400,000 project to research and document the multifaceted British-German relationship over
the past 70-plus years.

SUPPORTED

It is the drawdown and eventual departure of the British military in Paderborn that prompted the move, which is
being supported by the BFG authorities
via its Legacy Office.
“We have collected quite a bit of material. So far some 120 people have contacted us and given something for the

Researchers are asking BFG and
ex-Service communities for items
to lend to special exhibition on
British Forces’ 7 decades in NRW

exhibition,” said Dr Bettina Blum, who is
leading the research project.
“Most of the items have been loaned
to us, but we have also received donations.
“We’re looking for photographs taken
in barracks and on the estates in the 1960s
and 1970s depicting everyday life of the

British military community in Germany.
Anything to do with the schools would
also be nice.
“Of great interest is the past 20 years
of BFG, about which we have too little
material.”
● Continued on page 3
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News in brief

Tidworth Job Fair
on March 15

HEADQUARTERS South West will
be running a Job Fair in Tidworth
Garrison Theatre on Wednesday,
March 15.
At the event will be over 45 regional and national employers,
as well as recruitment agencies
who are specifically looking to
recruit Service leavers, veterans
and spouses.
A wide variety of industry sectors will be represented, including (but not exclusively): health,
care, construction, transport,
communications, tourism and
leisure,
manufacturing,
bio
sciences and pharmaceutical,
finance, and defence.
During the day a series of presentations/seminars will be delivered by outside experts on the
following topics:
The Service Leaver’s Journey –
from a Service leaver who has
successfully made the transition
to gainful and worthwhile employment.
CTP – what resettlement services
are provided for Service leavers.
The Business Perspective – what
are businesses looking for in potential employees?
Spouses – what opportunities exist for employment and personal
development for spouses.
The event runs from 10am to
3pm at Tidworth Garrison Theatre, St Andrew’s Road, Tidworth,
Wiltshire, SP9 7EP.
All military personnel in resettlement are encouraged to attend
– even if you are not sure where
you wish to settle or what job
you are looking for, use the opportunity to speak to businesses
who are looking to recruit from
the military community to help
develop your resettlement planning.
Unique to the Tidworth Job Fair
will be a number of employers
and agencies specifically attending to recruit/offer advice to
spouses and partners also looking for employment.

Burns Night boom
for Scottish drinks

SCOTS had another cause for
celebration on Burns Night (January 25) as new figures revealed
gin and beer are following in the
footsteps of exporting phenomenon Scotch whisky, announced
Environment Secretary Andrea
Leadsom last week.
The celebration of poet Robert
Burns is now marked around the
world, with Burns suppers enjoyed as far afield as South Korea and the USA.
While a wee dram is the traditional drink of choice for Burns
Night – with 34 bottles shipped
overseas every second – the
UK’s gin and ale industries are
following suit, with nearly a billion pints of beer and 150 million
bottles of gin exported around
the world last year.
With two thirds of the UK’s gin
produced in Scotland – accounting for more than half the
world’s total exports – and a record 22 breweries opening last
year – bringing the total number
of breweries to over 100 for the
first time in more than a century – the demand for traditional
Scottish drinks shows no sign of
slowing.
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King’s School pupils
upgrade revision skills

YEAR 11 King’s School
students were involved
in a revision Impact Day
on January 17 in preparation for their
GCSE exams in
May and June.

The day focused on improving their revision skills
and the school was extremely
fortunate to be joined for the
entire day by representatives
from Learning Performance,
the UK’s leading provider of
study skills training.

● Above: Relaxation and stress management was just one of the
topics covered on the day

MAY VISITS
NEW SERVICE FAMILY HOMES CEMETERY IN
● Left: Learning techniques
were taught as well as tips on
decoding exam questions

COMPLETED AT TIDWORTH

THE first tranche of hundreds
of new Service family homes
being built in Tidworth has
been completed.
A total of 322 homes are being
delivered by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO)
working with contractor Hills,
as part of the Army Basing Programme (ABP).
The £73 million project at
the Ashdown Estate is ahead of
schedule with 35 properties now
finished. The remaining 287
homes, still under construction,

will be completed in clusters
of around 40 houses over seven
phases during 2017, with the final
homes ready for occupancy by
Service families in March 2018.
The new houses will remove
future reliance on rented properties in the area, creating a cost
saving for the Ministry of Defence.
Neal Walters, DIO Project
Manager, said: “I am impressed
with the quality of the houses and
speed of delivery. This project is a
fantastic example of how we are
working collaboratively with our

contractor and investing in modern, first class accommodation for
our Service personnel and their
families.”
Lt Col Polly Parrott, Requirements Manager for the ABP, said:
“I am really pleased with the progression of the Service Family
Accommodation being delivered
at the Ashdown Estate.
“It’s incredibly important that
we invest in our Service personnel
and their families. We want the
best for our people and this investment at Tidworth will help to
ensure that we are delivering first
class living facilities.”
Ryan Harris, Hills Project Director said: “Hills is incredibly
proud and honoured to be working side-by-side with DIO to build
homes for the Service people who
sacrifice themselves daily to defend our country.”
The new homes are in addition
to the £1.1 billion, announced last
year, which is being invested by
the MoD under the Project Allenby Connaught (PAC) contract,
which will provide new technical
and single living accommodation
across Salisbury Plain.
In addition 917 new homes are
being built on MoD land at Bulford, Larkhill and Ludgershall to
house Service personnel and their
families moving from Germany to
Wiltshire under the ABP in 2019.

PRIME Minister Theresa May made her first
appearance on a landmark visit to the US as
she attended America’s
Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier at the Arlington
National Cemetery in
Washington.

She was in the United
States to meet the new president, Donald Trump, becoming the first foreign leader to
visit the White House.
At a joint press conference
at the White House after their
meeting, the prime minister
talked about several themes
she and the Mr Trump had discussed, including defence.
She said: “ On defence and
security cooperation, we’re
united in our recognition of

● Prime Minister
Theresa May
during her visit to
the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier
at the Arlington
National
Cemetery in
Washington
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Learning Performance works
with around 1,000 schools, colleges and universities across the UK
and Europe including SCE, teaching the students strategies and
techniques through a workshop
environment, empowering them to
learn independently and ultimately, achieve their goals.

PREPARATION

Additional interactive sessions
were also provided which related
to managing stress, maintaining
motivation, understanding nutrition and how to decode exam
questions in Maths and English,
to give students the best possible
preparation for the examination
season.
Students were organised into
small groups to maximise the potential impact of the sessions on
the individual learners, with the
steps for success being identified
as: understand it, condense it,
memorise it and review it.
Carl Griffiths, Head of House
at King’s, organised the day. He
said: “I would like to pay tribute to
Year 11 students for their attitude
displayed during the day.
“The presenters from Learning
Performance were very impressed

NATIONAL
ARLINGTON
NATO as the bulwark of our
collective defence, and today
[January 27], we’ve reaffirmed
our unshakeable commitment
to this alliance.
“Mr President, I think you
said, confirmed that you were
100 per cent behind NATO.
But we’re also discussing the
importance of NATO continuing to ensure it is as equipped
to fight terrorism and cyber
warfare as it is to fight more
conventional forms of war.
“And I’ve agreed to continue my efforts to encourage
my fellow European leaders to
deliver on their commitments
to spend two per cent of their
GDP on defence so that the
burden is more fairly shared.
“It’s only by investing properly in our defence that we
can ensure we’re properly
equipped to face our shared
challenges together.”
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with the attitude of the students and complimented them
on how polite
they were.
“Finally, a big
thank you
to Mrs
Florence,
Mr Khan
and Mrs
O’Reilly
for their enthusiasm and
commitment in
making the day a
success.”

News in brief

New anti-hate
crime package

COMMUNITIES Secretary Sajid
Javid has announced £375,000
of new funding to further encourage the reporting and prevention
of hate crime.
The new package will be targeted at a range of existing organisations, working with faith and
minority communities that have
historically faced challenges in
reporting hate crime.
These include race and faith
groups and those working at
challenging the prejudice towards people from alternative
subcultures.
It builds on the £1 million of support directed at young people
announced as part of the Government’s Hate Crime Action
Plan last summer.

Queen’s sapphire
anniversary

SUCCESS

“At King’s, we work together
for success. The revision Impact
Day was another perfect example
of us using the talents and enthusiasm from our staff, the community and external agencies to
provide excellent guidance to our
Year 11 students as they prepare
for their exams,” head teacher Mrs
Bryson added.
● For revision tips turn to page 23
or visit Learning Performance’s
website at www.learningperformance.com

3

● The food and nutrition room was very helpful in showing students
the right brain food needed to prepare for an exam

THE Queen is to make history
when she becomes the first British monarch to reach their Sapphire Jubilee.
On February 6 – the anniversary
of the day she became Queen –
Elizabeth II will have reigned for
65 years.
But there are no grand festivities
planned to mark the head-ofstate’s new milestone.
The Queen is, at this stage, not
due to be out and about on official engagements on the landmark day.

HISTORY IN THE MAKING

● Continued from front page

Dr Blum is also looking for
mementoes, flyers, letters, diaries
and posters to complete the exhibition. Ammo boxes and all kinds
of signage are also wanted.
“We know of an old ‘Out of
Bounds’ sign in Münster, but the
owners won’t part with it. Such a
notice sounds discriminatory from
today’s standpoint, so it would be
nice to have one to put on display
and explain it,” she said.
Video interviews of witnesses
of the time period, including many
veterans, will be part of the display, which will cover some 240
square metres of floor space.

RELATIONSHIP

The British presence in Germany over the past 72 years has
affected the lives of many people
in NRW on many levels – politically, culturally and socially. Anglo-German relationship changed
over time from occupying forces
to allies, from strangers to neighbours and from enemies to friends.
“With this exhibition we want
to show how the British and Germans have interacted with each
other since the end of the war,
what their perceptions of each
other were and how these opinions
changed,” added Dr Blum.
She is looking for objects that
serve as testimonies to the relationships and encounters between
the British and Germans.
“We are interested in items that
reflect the positive relationships as
well as objects that highlight moments of tension or disagreement,
added Dr Blum.

HQ BFG has a Legacy Office
for people who are interested in
the history BFG/BAOR. Its projects officer is Hugh Pierson.
He said: “We are beginning to
collect items of interest, most recently from the closure of Princess
Royal Barracks in Gütersloh, Kiel
Training Centre and Dülmen.
“It’s as much about the stories
behind the items as it is the items
themselves, and we look forward
to launching this collection fully
in the months to come as the drawdown of Paderborn and Bielefeld
nears.”
Mr Pierson added: “We are
supporting Stadt Paderborn, but

it’s a two way street in that we
will be able to use much of the
research Paderborn Stadt is currently carrying out, for a future
exhibition at the National Army
Museum (NAM) in 2019.”
Indeed, two historians from
NAM were in Germany at the end
of last year to familiarise themselves with BFG’s long history.

RESEARCH

Peter Johnston and Kirsty Parsons met Dr Blum in Paderborn
to see how her research project
– which is getting help from Paderborn University – was coming
along, accompanied by Mr Pierson.

The British in Westphalia special exhibition will be launched in
the autumn at the Stadt Museum
in Paderborn and is set to run until
February 2018.
Thereafter it will be slimmed
down to 150 square metres and
will go on tour to different towns
in the region. LWL museums in
NRW scheduled to receive the
exhibition include Bielefeld,
Gütersloh, Herford, Minden and
Büren-Wewelsburg.
● If you would like to share
something for the project, please
contact Dr Bettina Blum at
b.blum@paderborn.de or by calling 05251 88 27922.

● Head researcher Bettina Blum, front, is looking for momentoes, flyers, letters, diaries and posters to
complete the British in Westfalia exhibition which is due to launch in Paderborn on October 20

